
Complaint Description 

File a Formal Complaint - michael pollowitz 

Mpollowitz reported (Tue, 16 Oct at 5:43 PM)  

Complaint Against Friends of Elaine Phelps 

  

I am filing a complaint against a committee called “Friends of Elaine 

Phelps” that did an Independent Expenditure supporting Maralyn Chase for the 

State Senate in the 32nd District for failing to file timely reports.  Voters in the 

32nd District received this mailing about five days before the 2018 Primary 

Election. 

  

The address for the committee is 905 NW Richmond Beach Road, Shoreline, 

WA  98177 that I believe was the home of Ms. Phelps.  The phone number is 

listed as 206-734-5545. 

  

 

The treasurer on the C-1 is listed as Sally Soriano, 14051 1st Avenue NW, 

Seattle, WA 98177.  The phone number is listed at 206-782-8292. 

  

1. According to the C-6 filed by the committee, they spent $5,000. 

  

2. They failed to file a LMC for more than $1,000 received shortly before the 

election. 

  

3. They failed to file a C-3 in a timely manner.  If the deposit(s) were made the 

week of July 30, 2018; a C-3 would have been required to be filed on August 

6thand as of September 21, 2018 at 6 pm, it has not been filed. 

  

4. They failed to file a C-4 for the July 31st to August 31st reporting period by 

September 10, 2018 as required.  As of 6 pm on September 21, 2018 it has not 

been filed. 

  

5. The C-6 filed on August 2, 2018 fails to list the description of the expenditure. 

  

https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/users/13021722246
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6. There are several other suspicious issues that should be investigated by the PDC 

surrounding Friends of Elaine Phelps that can only be resolved by looking at 

bank records of the committee and the individuals involved to determine if the 

name(s) of contributor(s) were falsified. 

  

a. The mailer lists the top five contributors as: Elaine Phelps, Janet Way, Sally 

Soriano, Marcy Bloom, and Carol McMahon.  However, the C-6 does not list 

any contribution from Elaine Phelps.  If she did not contribute, why is she listed 

on the mailer? 

  

b. Ms. Phelps died on July 17, 2018. 

  

c. The C-6 lists Janet Way of 940 NE 147th Street, Shoreline, WA  98155 as 

donating $4,300 to the committee.  However, a search of the PDC’s data base for 

nearly ten years from December of 2008 to August of 2018 shows Ms. Way 

made 62 political contributions and none of them were over $125.  The average 

of Ms. Way’s contributions over this approximate 10 year period was only 

$26.90.  The file is on the enclosed CD. 

  

d. Ms. Phelps on the other hand, according to the PDC’s data base made 341 

political contributions totaling over $69,000 between 2006 and 2018. 

  

e. Without looking at bank records, it is impossible to determine if all or part of the 

$4,300 Ms. Way or other contributor donated to this committee came from Ms. 

Phelps before she died or from her estate after she died.. 

  

f. Also, looking at bank records is the only way it be determined if Ms. Phelps 

wrote the check before she died and/or if the check was deposited within seven 

days as required by law and when the C-3 should have been filed. 

  

7. Ms. Phelps also did an Independent expenditure against Jesse Salomon when he 

was running for reelection in 2015.  Ms. Phelps failed to file a C1, C-3, C-4 or C-

6 with the PDC.  However, from the looks of the mailer, it clearly met the 

threshold for filing with the PDC.  From the U.S. Post Office mailing permit, it 

appears this mailing was mailed by Overnight Printing in Seattle so they should 

have records and if Ms. Way, Ms. Soriano, Ms. Bloom, or Ms. McMahon 

participated in this mailing too. 
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Provided extra campaign advertising for Maralyn Chase who is running for 

reelection to the State Senate in the 32nd District. 

Provided extra campaign advertising for Maralyn Chase who is running for 

reelection to the State Senate in the 32nd District. 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be 

found. 

1) Side 1 of the flyer sent opposing Jesse Salomon; 2) Side 2 of the flyer sent 

opposing Jesse Salomon; 3) Side 1 of the flyer sent supporting Maralyn Chase; 

4) Side 2 of the flyer sent supporting Maralyn Chase; 5) C-6 form; 6) Janet Way 

contribution history; and 7) Elaine Phelps contribution history 

List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them.  

a) Janet Way; (b) Sally Soriano; (c) Sound Strategies; (d) Marcy Bloom; (e) 

executor of Elaine Phelps estate; and (f) Key Bank; 

Complaint Certification: 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

Washington that information provided with this complaint is true and correct to 

the best of my knowledge and belief. 
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